
SDG 13: 

CLIMATE ACTION 



End extreme poverty. Fight inequality and injustice. Fix climate 

change. Whoa. The Global Goals are important, world-changing objec-

tives that will require cooperation among governments, international 

organizations and world leaders. It seems impossible that the average 

person can make an impact. Should you just give up? 

No! Change starts with you! 

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — adopted by world 

leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN Summit — officially 

came into force.  

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E


Goal 13: Facts and figures 

Thanks to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change we know: 

• From 1880 to 2012, average global temperature increased by 0.85°

C. To put this into perspective, for each 1 degree of temperature 

increase, grain yields decline by about 5 per cent. Maize, wheat 

and other major crops have experienced significant yield reduc-

tions at the global level of 40 megatonnes per year between 1981 

and 2002 due to a warmer climate. 

• Oceans have warmed, the amounts of snow and ice have dimin-

ished and sea level has risen. From 1901 to 2010, the global aver-

age sea level rose by 19 cm as oceans expanded due to warming 

and ice melted. The Arctic’s sea ice extent has shrunk in every 

successive decade since 1979, with 1.07 million km² of ice loss eve-

ry decade 

• Given current concentrations and on-going emissions of green-

house gases, it is likely that by the end of this century, the in-

crease in global temperature will exceed 1.5°C compared to 1850 

to 1900 for all but one scenario. The world’s oceans will warm and 

ice melt will continue. Average sea level rise is predicted as 24 – 

30cm by 2065 and 40-63cm by 2100. Most aspects of climate 

change will persist for many centuries even if emissions are 

stopped 

• Global emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2) have increased by almost 

50 per cent since 1990 

• Emissions grew more quickly between 2000 and 2010 than in each 

of the three previous decades 

• It is still possible, using a wide array of technological measures 

and changes in behaviour, to limit the increase in global mean 

temperature to two degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels 

• Major institutional and technological change will give a better 

than even chance that global warming will not exceed this thresh-

old 



GOAL 13: Targets 

• Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-related 

hazards and natural disasters in all countries 

• Integrate climate change measures into national policies, strate-

gies and planning 

• Improve education, awareness-raising and human and institution-

al capacity on climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact re-

duction and early warning 

• Implement the commitment undertaken by developed-country 

parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change to a goal of mobilizing jointly $100 billion annually by 

2020 from all sources to address the needs of developing countries 

in the context of meaningful mitigation actions and transparency 

on implementation and fully operationalize the Green Climate 

Fund through its capitalization as soon as possible 

• Promote mechanisms for raising capacity for effective climate 

change-related planning and management in least developed 

countries and small island developing States, including focusing 

on women, youth and local and marginalized communities 



GOAL 13: Targets 

• Ensure significant mobilization of resources from a variety of  





National adaptation plans (NAPs) help countries achieve the global 
goal on adaptation under the Paris Agreement – namely, to enhance 
adaptive capacity, strengthen resilience and reduce vulnerability to 
climate change. In 2019, at least 120 of the 153 developing countries 
had undertaken activities to formulate and implement NAPs, an in-
crease of 29 countries over the previous year. Eighteen countries, in-
cluding five LDCs and four small island developing States, have com-
pleted and submitted their NAPs to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change Secretariat, while many others are at 
various stages in the process. 

Measures undertaken by developing country parties in the process  

of formulating and implementing national adaptation plans, 

as of December  20191 (number of countries) 

Funding for the formulation of NAPs is provided by the Green Cli-
mate Fund, through its Readiness and Preparatory Support Pro-
gramme, and by the Least Developed Countries Fund. As of December 
2019, 81 countries had submitted 83 proposals totalling $203.8 mil-
lion in requested support from the Green Climate Fund.  

Of these countries, 29 (35 per cent) were LDCs. A total of 40 proposals 
had been approved, 14 of them (35 per cent) from LDCs. Fewer pro-
posals (12 as of 3 October) were submitted in 2019 than in previous 
years (22 in 2018 and 42 in 2017).  



 



 





 



 



 





“This document has been prepared for the European Commis-

sion however it reflects the views only of the authors, and the 

Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein.” 

  

THE CLIMATE  

IS CHANGING.  

SO SHOULD WE! 

#ACTNOW  






